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The percentage of high school graduates entering the University of California (UC) and the California
State University (CSU) has increased in the last two years, offsetting the downturn that occurred between
2001 and 2003. In 2005, 9.2% of California high school graduates entered CSU and 6.0% entered UC.

College-going rates for CSU are now well above the rates of the late 1990s. The recovery was weaker for
UC, where college going rates now stand at about the same level as the late 1990s.

The percentage of high school graduates entering the California Community College system (CCC) has
gradually decreased. Just under 25% of California high school graduates entered community colleges in
2005, compared with 26% in 2000 and almost 30% in the mid 1990s (see Display 1).
Other trends in college-going rates:

e College-going rates for Asians are much higher than the rates for other ethnic groups.

e Rates for Latinos going to a UC
have remained the same over the last
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1. College-going rates for public higher education institutions in California are calculated by dividing the number of college freshmen by the

number of high school graduates.

2. The term Asian includes Pacific Islander and Filipino.
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I. Trends by Ethnicity

At both UC and CSU, Asians (including Pacific Islanders and Filipinos), tend to have college-going rates
that are significantly higher than other races/ethnicities. In 2005, Asians had a college-going rate to UC
of 19.7%, whereas Whites had a rate of 5.5%.

While African Americans have the lowest college-going rates for UC, they tend to have particularly high
rates for CSU. In 2005, African American high school graduates enrolled in CSU institutions at a rate of
10.1%, Whites had a rate of 9.4%, and Latinos attended at a rate of 7.9%.

The college-going rate of Native Americans has generally decreased over the last decade at each segment.
Although the rate started to increase in 1985, it began to decline a decade later. The rate for Native
Americans attending a UC campus initially started at 3.3% in 1985, peaking at 7.7% in 1995, then
declining to the most recent rate of 2.7%. At CSU, the college-going rate was at 7.6% in 1985, reaching
its highest point in 1995 at 9.8%. The most recent rate available in 2005 shows Native Americans going
to college at a rate of 6.6%.

Display 2: College-Going Rates for the University of California (UC) by Ethnicity
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Display 3: College-Going Rates for the California State University (CSU) by Ethnicity
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Display 4: College-Going Rates for the California Community Colleges (CCC) by Ethnicity
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2. Trends by Gender

Data show that gender gaps are evident in all three segments. Over the last two decades, females have
consistently had higher college-going rates than males, and the gap appears to be growing wider. In 1985,
female high school graduates went on to a UC at a rate of 6.9%, gradually increasing to a rate of 7.2% in
2005. Males, on the other hand, attended a UC at a rate of 6.5% in 1985 which declined to a rate of 5.8%
in 2005 (see Display 5). Similar trends can be seen in college-going rates for CSU with females attending
at a rate of 9.5% in 1985 and increasing to a rate of 11.6% in 2005. Males saw a slight increase in
college-going rates with a rate of 8.2% in 1985 and 8.4% in 2005 (see Display 6).

Display 5: College-Going Rates for the University of California (UC) by Gender
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Display 6: College-Going Rates for the California State University (CSU) by Gender
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Although there is currently a gender gap in college-going rates of high school graduates to community
colleges, the rates for both genders have been relatively equal over the past 20 years. Beginning in 2002,
males began to have higher college-going rate and currently have a rate of 28% whereas females have a
rate of 25.4% (see Display 7).

Display 7: College-Going Rates for the California Community Colleges (CCC) by Gender
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3. High School Graduation Rates

In general, high school graduation rates follow the same pattern as college-going rates with respect to
ethnicity and gender (see Display 8). High school graduation rates show that African Americans,
particularly males, graduate at lower rates than their counterparts. In 2004, African American males had a
high school graduation rate of 73%, compared to 95% for Asian females. Not only are a smaller
proportion of African American males graduating from high school, an even smaller proportion are going
on to college.

Display 8: High School Graduation Rates, 2004
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4. College-Going Rates by County

_ _ 1990 1995 2000 2005
College-going rates for high school graduates from the

state’s 15 largest counties vary widely. In 2005, Santa University of California
Clara County sent the highest proportion of high school Santa Clara 7.8 84 94 LI
: Alameda 6.9 73 86 lo0.l
graduates to UC campuses at 11.1%, while Fresno had the San Mateo 71 65 79 9.0
highest CSU rate at 11.9%. Ventura County sends the Contra Costa 9.2 87 9.1 8.6
highest proportion of high school graduates to community Orange 85 87 80 1.3
colleges with a college-going rate of 43.9%. College- Los Angeles 6.0 65 62 6.l
. £ I ies in Californi ilabl Ventura 5.8 5.7 5.8 5.8
going rate§ ora c_ountles in California are available at San Diego 62 70 64 5.6
the following website: Sacramento 5.0 48 53 4.7
http://www.cpec.ca.gov/onlinedata/cacontext.asp Riverside 48 55 56 45
San Bernardino 35 39 43 4.2
Fresno 2.9 35 3.0 3.1
5. Next Steps San Joaquin 30 32 36 3.0
Commission staff will develop a report for the December Stanislaus 25 26 27 28
. . : . : Kern 2.7 18 20 26
Commission meeting based on this working paper. It will
include college-going rates broken down by the socio- California State University
economic characteristics of high schools. These figures Fresno 110105105 11.9
: _ gh se : eTig Alameda 94 81 104 11.8
will allow a comparison of trends in college-going Santa Clara 10.8 80 97 109
between schools in poorer areas and schools in more San Mateo 9.0 63 85 104
affluent areas and show whether the state is making San Diego 79 86 86 102
rogress in closing the gaps in opportunities for higher ContraCosta 7.7 68 7.7 100
progres g the gaps 1n opp 9 Orange 94 66 76 93
education. San Bernardino 75 66 75 9.1
o o ) Los Angeles 9.2 7.6 75 9.1
In addition, Commission staff plans to examine the Sacramento 6.7 72 90 9.l
factors underlying the variation in college-going from Kern 6.5 64 76 9.0
school to school. This analysis will help identify cranisiaus AT R
. . . Iversiae . . . .
obstacl_es that stu_dents face in moving on to hlgher San Joaquin 48 56 68 6.7
education and will form a basis for policies to improve Ventura 52 43 52 6.5
opportunities for students from areas and ethnic groups Community Colleges
that tend to have low college-going rates. Further Ventura 293 363 356 43.9
analysis can also be done on individual campuses in the Orange 334 340 320 34.0
UC and CSU systems, with an attempt to identify trends Sacramento 366 355 330 33.6
in the demographics of students going to each school Alameda 310310293 30.2
grap going : LosAngeles 265 279 235 27.1
San Joaquin 37.2 341 312  26.1
San Mateo 332 387 267 26.0
Kern 393 232 315 253
San Bernardino 26.6 192 243 20.9
Stanislaus 20.8 333 339 20.7
San Diego 3.0 340 233  20.1
Santa Clara 32.8 34.1 28.1 16.5
Riverside 274 171 158 16.5
Contra Costa 33.8 333 8.6 1.1
Fresno 33.8 386 280 n

Note: n = not available.
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